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Post-mortem inspection

• Post-mortem inspection of broilers – visual assessment
• Main goal – withdraw (only) unfit carcasses
• Results – valuable for individual stakeholders
• Information – broiler welfare, broiler health, food safety
• National codes of condemnation
• Challenge – slaughter speed
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Condemnation criteria (e.g., traumas)



Validation

• All carcasses inspected detailly with system of cameras

• Consistent and objective welfare, animal health and food safety 
performance across abattoirs

• More than one condemnation code 
per carcass recorded

• No gold standard

• Imbalanced datasets 
VS





Footpad dermatitis – flock welfare assessment
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Danish footpad scoring system

50 feet x 2



Danish footpad scoring system

VetInspector:
• all well positioned feet
• updated system with new 

hardware and software 
(Meyn + IHFood)



Study 1 Study 2



Take home message

• Consistent and objective welfare, animal 
health and food safety performance across 
abattoirs

• Four PMI stations: external, internal 
(viscera), meat hygiene and footpad 
dermatitis scoring

• An excellent inspection tool in the hands of 
the official veterinarian
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